
 
 
        238 Putnam Avenue 
        Cambridge, MA  02139 
        September 28, 1994 
 
 
 
Andrew Schoelkopf 
American Paintings 
Christie's Park Avenue 
502 Park Avenue 
New York, NY  10022 
 
Dear Mr. Schoelkopf: 
 
RE:  Eastman Johnson, In the Barn, oil on canvas mounted on 
board, 23 1/8 x 17 1/8 inches.  Initialed lower left:  "E. J."  
I examined this at Christie's on September 17, 1994. 
 
I saw this painting in September 1983 and wrote a report then to 
the owner, Mr. Alvin J. Singer of Manhasset Hills, Long Island. 
 At that time he told me that he had had the painting restored; 
 it looked to me that an expert job was done.  Our examination 
of the painting with an ultraviolet light two weeks ago confirms 
that light cleaning was done as well as a small repair.   
 
It was a pleasure to see it again in your galleries and I want 
to assure you that in my opinion the work is by Eastman Johnson. 
 I will be including it in my catalogue raisonné.  It should be 
dated:  circa 1877-79. 
 
The painting is No. 62 in the catalogue of the Johnson estate 
sale, held at the American Art Galleries in New York in 1907, 
the year following Johnson's death.  The description reads: 
 
"Five young children are enjoying the delights of a hay barn.  

Three girls, half buried in the soft hay, are watching the 
antics of two boys who climb upon a crossbeam above the 
mow.  The sunlight, falling through the borad open barn 
door, strongly illuminates the figures and the large beam, 
and throws a mysterious shadow over the interior." 

 
An inscription on the stretcher bar, "In the Barn" in pencil, 
and remnants of the 1907 sale catalogue entry affixed to the bar 
as well, would confirm the assignment of the painting to No. 62. 



 
Johnson painted at least twelve paintings of children in barns 
between 1877 and 1879, while visiting his sister Harriet May, 
who with her husband, the Reverend Joseph May, summered in 
Kennebunkport, Maine.  Johnson's own daughter Ethel, then about 
six or seven years old, would have been one of the models along 
with the May children. 
 
 
Paintings in public collections relating to In the Barn 
include: 
 
 The Confab, 1877, Wadsworth Atheneum, Hartford 
 Children in the Barn, Montclair Art Museum, New Jersey 
 In the Hayloft, The Fine Arts Gallery of San Diego 
 Barn Swallows, 1878, Philadelphia Museum of Art 
 
In the Barn is typical of many of the other works in the series. 
 Parts of the canvas are very sketchy, with a rich brown, 
transparent sienna serving as both underpainting and as the 
middletones.  The contours of the figures are reinforced with 
more opaque paint, particularly where the warm sunlight falls on 
the backs of the figures lying on the hay and along the leg of 
the right boy.  The blond hair filled with sunshine and 
cascading down the back of the young girl is especially 
captivating.   
 
Johnson was striving toward an effect of childhood spontaneity, 
which he successfully conveyed through the actions of the 
children, the effects of light, the unfinished quality, and the 
fresh brushwork. 
 
        Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
        Patricia Hills 
        Art Historian and author 
        Eastman Johnson, 1972  
 
 


